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On behalf of the governing board of 
Motorcycling New Zealand Inc, I am pleased  
to present this report. 

2016 was the first year of Motorcycling New 
Zealand’s four year strategic plan. The board has 
enjoyed another year of harmonious teamwork 
and effective implementation of governance. 
This year also saw the completion of a board 
directive for an independent review of our 
administrative processes and also an internal 
survey of affiliated clubs and our commissioners. 
The report and survey highlighted areas of 
both strengths and weaknesses. The board has 
focused on these surveys and has an on-going 
commitment to broadly implement their rec-
ommendations and guidelines where possible. 
Many of the guidelines fit within the current 
Motorcycling New Zealand strategic plan and 
also the General Manager’s business plan.

The surveys highlighted the following for MNZ:

 › That a culture of administrative function was 
potentially outweighing stakeholder driven 
benefits; 

 › That MNZ has risk exposure with respect to 
its operational knowledge being held within 
a relatively small management team; 

 › That the adoption of current day technology 
be considered to increase output and 
improve stakeholder experience. Use 
of available online administrative and 
membership application technology will 
likely allow automation of many day- to-day 
functions and see a reduction of paper-
based systems. Improved response times 
and expanded services from the office 
should be expected; 

 › That MNZ adopt a general policy of 
being proactive rather than reactive to its 
existing stakeholders and potential new 
stakeholders; 

 › That MNZ strives to be a leader in our sport 
and seek growth of not only its traditional 
membership and affiliates, but also expand 
into associate affiliates and seek a wider 
capture of motorcycle activities for the 
betterment of all; 

 › That MNZ adopts modern (cloud-based) 
accounting tools to allow improved and 
more efficient stakeholder interaction, 
increased database accumulation, quality 
reporting for the executive, and improved 
forecasting ability for the organization; 

 › That MNZ should look to operate with a 
‘flat management’ style and have a policy 
of mentoring within the organization at 
administration, club and officials level

The people who make it all happen.

 Patron Mr Mike Pero

 President Mr Glen Williams

 Board Members 
 Off Road (North Island) Mrs Carmen Davidson

 Off Road (South Island) Mr Noel May

 On Road (North Island) Mr Hamish Barham

 On Road (South Island) Mr Seth Devereux

 North Island Representative Mr Ray Broad

 South Island Representative Mr Dean James

 Commissioners 
 Officials Mr Andrew Presant

 Road Race Mr Greg Percival

 Motocross Mr Howard Lilly

 Enduro Mr Justin Stevenson

 Cross Country Mr Chris Smyth

 ATV Mr Jono Keegan

 Life Members 
 Mr Robin Atkins Mr Errol Conaghan 

 Mr Bob Cooke Mr Dave Craig

 Mr Jim Doherty Mr Gerald Dyer

 Mr Tim Gibbes Mr Trevor Heaphy

 Mr Del Morgan Mrs Sandra Perry 

 Mr Murray Perry Mr Neil Ritchie

 Mrs Frances Scammell Mr Noel McCutcheon

 Staff 
 General Manager Operations Mrs Vicky Hicks

 Accounts & Membership Manager Mrs Jannine Curnow

 Administration Officer Ms Monique O’Hara

 Administration Officer Mrs Mary-Anne Hall

 Bank ANZ

 Solicitors Gibson Sheat

 Auditor BDO Waikato Ltd

 All images in this Annual Report  Andy McGechan, BikeSportNZ.com

Special thanks to Sport New Zealand
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Board and Staff updates:

We were joined in November 2016 by Mr Hamish 
Barham who has sat with the board for the 
interim in the vacant position of “North Island 
Road Member”.

We have also seen a new General Manager at 
our Huntly head office, as a result of our long 
standing and much valued employee Mrs Vicky 
Hicks moving onto new challenges. The General 
Manager’s position was widely advertised and 
the board received a range of applicants for 
the role. The board was particular in showing 
patience with respect to selecting the replace-
ment person for this important role and would 
like to thank the staff of MNZ and the boards 
Chief Governing Officer for managing the organ-
isation during the absence of a General Manager.

The Board, Affiliated Clubs, Life members and 
members welcomed Mrs Virginia Henderson 
to the General Manager’s role in February this 
year. Virginia comes to us from a sporting body 
background and has strengths in team building, 
branding, media management, online mar-
keting, networking with stakeholders and the 
seeking out of alternative funding streams.

Virginia Henderson also sits with Ray Broad and 
myself on the FIM Oceania board. The Australian 
members of that board are Mr. Peter Doyle 
Motorcycling Australia CEO, and Mr. Simon 
Maas Motorcycling Australia ASBK Operations 
Manager. The working relationship with our 
Trans-Tasman neighbours continues to become 
stronger and ever more transparent as we 
develop and share our knowledge. The initial 
intention is to expand events for our members 
across the motocross and road racing codes 
where feasible.

Health and Safety

This year has presented sporting organizations 
such as Motorcycling New Zealand with new 
challenges within the Health and Safety and 
Workplace sectors. MNZ is the leading organiza-
tion in New Zealand for permitted motorcycle 
events; and, while we have a substantial culture 
of safety, we must endeavour to remain the 
leader in the Health and Safety sector with the 
implementation of best practice and a safe cul-
ture whenever possible.

Conclusion

My thanks to all those that make up 
Motorcycling New Zealand, its valued Members, 
our Clubs and executives, Life Members, Officials 
and Stewards, Staff — and the many volunteers 
that have helped MNZ through this year.

An additional special thanks to those Life mem-
bers and Commissioners that have offered the 
Board and Administration of MNZ assistance on 
special projects throughout this year.

Yours, 

Glen Williams  
President, Motorcycling New Zealand Inc.
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“For the first time in a number 
of years we had good numbers 
at all Championship events, 
and we now have more clubs 
coming on board and letting 
ATVs run.”

— Jono Keegan 
MNZ ATV Commissioner

6. 7.
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“I would like to thank the clubs 
that have come forward to run 
an event this year.”

— Chris Smyth  
MNZ Cross Country Commissioner

8. 9.

Cross Country



“Bringing back the cool, 
fun factor in riding which 
is attracting more riders.”

— Justin Stevenson  
MNZ Enduro Commissioner

10. 11.

Enduro



The pinnacle of off-road 
riding, Moto Trials riders 
tackle the most severe 
terrain capable of being 
conquered by any two- or 
four-wheeled machine. 
Spectators can watch from 
just a few feet away as 
riders attempt seemingly 
impossible obstacles.

12. 13.

Moto Trials



“Our sport is run predominantly by 
volunteers across the country who are 
extremely capable of producing world class 
events that prepare our riders to compete 
overseas at the ultimate level.”

— Howard Lilly 
MNZ Motocross Commissioner
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Motocross



“30% increase in rider numbers across 
our four Championship rounds, and 
live streaming attracted over 10,000 
unique views.”

— Greg Percival 
MNZ Road Racing Commissioner

The NZSBK Championship 
acknowledges the support 
of Mike Pero.
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“Training last year we had 49 
Marshalls, 120 New Officials, 197 
Renewed Officials  and we have 
403 current registered officials.”

— Andrew Presant 
MNZ Officials Commissioner

18. 19.

Officials



NZ Road Race Grand Prix 

 125GP Rogan Chandler

 250 Production Lewis Dray

 650cc ProTwin Dennis Charlett

 Superbike Sloan Frost

 Superlite Shaun Harris

 Supersport Cameron Hudson

 Sidecars Colin Buckley/ 
  Robbie Shorter

 Lightweight Production Dennis Charlett

NZ Motocross Grand Prix 

 125cc Tony Cvitanovich

 MX1 Cody Cooper

 MX2 Courtney Duncan

 Women Courtney Duncan

 Veterans 40+ Bryan Heaphy

 14-16yrs 250cc Trent Liddle-Collins

 15-16yrs 125cc Wyatt Chase

 12-14yrs 125cc Grason Veitch

 13-16yrs 85cc James Scott

 11-12yrs 85cc Brodie Connolly

 8-10yrs 85cc Jared Hannon

  MX 65cc 7-8yrs Kobe Thoms

 Trail 7-11yrs Cameron Bond

 MX 65cc 9-11yrs Davi Jordan

 MX 50cc 6-8yrs Ajay Jordan 

NZSBK 

 125GP Rogan Chandler

 250 Production Lewis Dray

 650cc ProTwin Baillie Perriton

 Superbike Sloan Frost

 Superlite Jacob Stroud

 Supersport Daniel Mettam

 Sidecars Colin Buckley/ 
  Robbie Shorter

 Lightweight Dennis Charlett

NZ Road Race Tourist Trophy 

 125GP Rogan Chandler

 250 Production Jacob Stroud

 650cc ProTwin Baillie Perriton

 Superbike Sloan Frost

 Superlite Jacob Stroud

 Supersport  Daniel Mettam

 Lightweight Dennis Charlett

 Sidecars  Stu Dawe/ 
  Ben Bygrave

 Post Classic Pre ‘89–F2 Scott Findlay

NZ Miniature Road Race GP 

 Sidecars GP Chris Lawrance/ 
  Andy Scrivener

 F4 GP Nathanael Diprose

 F5 GP Nathanael Diprose

NZ Senior Motocross 

 125cc Benjamin Broad

 MX1 Cody Cooper

 MX2 Hamish Harwood

NZ Junior Motocross 

 8–10yrs 85cc Mitchell Weir

 11–12yrs 85cc Brodie Connolly

 13–16yrs 85cc James Scott

 12–14yrs 125cc Grason Veitch

 15–16yrs 125cc Wyatt Chase

 14–16yrs 250cc Trent Collins

NZ Enduro 

 Overall Brad Groombridge

 Expert 0–200cc 2stroke Tom Buxton

 Expert 0–300cc 4stroke Brad Groombridge

 Expert 201 
 —Open 2stroke Hamish MacDonald

 Expert 301 
 —Open 4stroke Angus MacDonald

 Expert Vet 40+ Open Rob Howe

 Intermediate—Ladies Natasha Cairns

 Intermediate 
 Vets 50–54yrs Phil Skinner

 Intermediate 
 —Vets 55+ Mark Scott 

NZ Cross Country 

 Overall Brad Groombridge

 C1—Open 2 stroke Callan May

 C2—0–200cc 2 stroke Reece Lister

 C3—Open 4stroke Brad Groombridge

 C4—0–300cc 4 stroke Liam Draper

 C5—Veteran 35–44yrs Karl Roberts

 C6—Veteran 45yrs+ Adam Youren

 C7—Womens  Jan-Maree Pool

 C8 Team 1st—NAKI Josh Hunger

 C8 Team 2nd—NAH Nathan Tesselaar

 C8 Team 3rd—FFC Mark Fuller

 Junior Overall Logan Shaw

 C1—12–16yrs  
 231–300cc 4stroke Logan Shaw

 C2—12–16yrs 
  86–200cc 2stroke Jackson Walker

 C3—12–16yrs 
 0–85cc 2stroke  Zac Fuller

 C6 Junior Team  
 1st—RJB Jackson Walker

 C6 Junior Team  
 2nd—Bush Gang Xavier McBrydie

 C6 Junior Team  
 3rd—2 + Blue Sam McPherson
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NZ Miniature TT 

 Senior 
 Class 1: MX1 Brad Groombridge

 Class 2: MX2 Brad Groombridge

 Class 3: Senior 125cc Xavier Dalziel

 Class 7: ATV  
 Premier 0–450cc Ian Ffitch

 Class 10: ATV  
 450cc Production Cullen Curtis

 Junior  
 Class 4: 8–12yrs 85cc  
 2 stroke/150cc 4 stroke Wade Bengston

 Class 5: 13–16yrs 85cc  
 2stroke/150cc 4stroke Zak Hetherington

 Class 6:12–16yrs 125cc  
 2 stroke & 14–16yrs  
 250cc 4 stroke Maximus Purvis

NZ Moto Trials 

 Expert Jack Sheppard

 Junior Dylan Ball

 President Stephen Oliver

 Women Stef Downes

 Post Classic/Twin Shock Karl Clark

NZ  ATV 

 450cc Production Cullen Curtis

 400–450cc  
 4 Stroke Premier Cameron Keegan

 Vets 40+ 0–750cc  
 2 & 4 Stroke Gregory Graham

 10–16yrs  
 250cc Production Angus Parish

NZ Veteran Motocross 

 30–34yrs Under Dave Hay

 30–34yrs Over Andy Blanchard

 35-39yrs Under Ben Ferguson

 35-39yrs Over Joshua Coppins

 40-44yrs Over Bryan Heaphy

 45-49yrs Over Brent Scammell

 50-54 yrs All In Ricky Trompetter

 55-59 yrs All In Moston Wadsworth

NZ Women Motocross 

 Junior  Rachael Archer

 Senior Women Courtney Duncan

NZ Mini Motocross 

 7-11yrs Trail Cameron Bond

 9-11yrs MX 65cc Cole Davies

 7-8yrs MX 65cc Kobe Thoms

 6-8yrs MX 50cc Kase Thoms

NZ Supercross 

 Senior Open Ben Townley

 Senior Lites Richard Evans

 Junior Lites 85cc 2stroke/ 
 150cc 4stroke Brodie Connolly

 Junior 250cc Madison Latta

NZ Beach Race Champs 

 0–250cc Ben McConchie

 0–500cc Joshua Coppins

 0–Open Johnny Racz

There are very few sporting activities that 
can feature pre-schoolers, teenagers, 
middle-aged men and women or retired 
people, all competing at or at least sharing 
the experience of the same event on the 
same weekend the way that so many 
motorcycling events can.

Motorcycling transcends the ages, unites 
the genders and bridges cultures and 
nationalities and the sport’s governing 
body here, Motorcycling New Zealand, has 
been proactive over many years to ensure 
that this happens on a daily, weekly or 
monthly basis.

With so many events planned, organised 
and managed by MNZ staff and volunteers 
over the year, not a weekend goes by that 
there is not an opportunity to ride motor-
cycles in a safe, and yet still challenging 
and exciting, environment.

The family atmosphere at motorcycling 
events around New Zealand is tangible 
and palpable.

A walk through the pits can define this as 
mums and dads chatter with friends in the 
next tent as they “talk trash” or swap notes, 
then turn their attention to preparing bikes 
for their young ones. These same adults 
may also be seen out on the race track, 
either competing alongside their offspring 
or in separate age-defined classes at the 
same event.

It was heart-warming stuff to see 
Whakatane’s 49-year-old multi-time 
national superbike champion Tony Rees, 
still in his leathers after his intense final 
race at Hampton Downs earlier this year, 
when he ran down pit lane to congratulate 
his youngest son, Damon, who had just 
won his first national road-race title.

Motorcycling — there is perhaps no activity like it for  
breaking down barriers and uniting people.

Hamilton’s nine-time national superbike champion, 
Andrew Stroud, assists his son Jesse with preparing his bike 
for action at Hampton Downs during the nationals there 
in March.
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Motorcycling a real family affair.
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His other son, Mitch, also raced the super-
bike nationals this season, with quite some 
success, while wife and mum Vicki man-
aged their campaigns.

Similar warmth could be felt when fre-
quently we see Taranaki’s former moto-
cross world champion Shayne King leaning 
over the shoulder of his young sons, Curtis 
and Rian, as he offers them final words of 
advice before their motocross battles.

At enduro or cross-country events we can 
often see Te Awamutu veteran and former 
national champion Kevin Archer passing 
on advice to his champion daughter and 
fellow Kiwi international Rachael Archer.  

The examples are numerous and span 
all the codes and we can’t possibly list 
them all here, but you can appreciate that 
motorcycling truly is an activity for all the 
family.

There are only 52 weeks in the year, 
but MNZ offers more than 500 events 
throughout those 12 months and these are 
enjoyed by more than 25,000 riders from 
throughout the country, not to mention 
all the friends, families, fans and other sup-
porters who flock to these events or scan 
social media sites, the nation’s newspapers 
or the internet for news of their exploits.

MNZ’s own catch phrase — “advancing the 
sport of motorcycling” — and its guiding 
principal of “keeping motorcycling safe, 
fun and fair” sums it all up beautifully.

Taranaki’s Shayne King encourages his youngest son, Rian, 
at the New Zealand Motocross GP at Woodville in January.

Whakatane’s Tony Rees congratulates his youngest son, 
Damon, after winning his first national road-racing title 
earlier this year.
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Ascot Longtrack 1 - 0

Ashburton 28 1 2 1 4

Auckland ATV 10 5 5

Auckland 149 12 9 21

B.E.A.R.S 65 7 7

Bush Riders 314 3 5 4 4 1 1 18

Cambridge 101 2 2 5 9

Canterbury ATV 79 1 17 18

Central Hawkes Bay 73 11 11

Central Otago 25 4 2 1 7

Christchurch Offroad 152 11 12 2 25

C.A.M.S. 80 8 8

Gold Coast MX 3 0

Gore & Districts 19 2 1 4 1 8

Greymouth 5 1 1

Hamilton 97 13 3 16

Hawkes Bay 87 1 12 13

Horowhenua 1 3 3

Huntly 39 5 4 9

Ixion 42 13 3 16

Kaipara 2 6 6

Kapi Mana 128 7 13 9 1 30

Manawatu Orion 144 9 3 12 1 25

Marlborough 44 5 1 10 1 17

Martinborough 8 4 4

Matamata 9 10 10

Mosgiel 52 7 5 3 15

M/C Canterbury 158 3 14 17

Nelson 91 1 3 5 3 5 1 18

28. 29.
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NZ Post Classic 68 0

North Harbour 36 10 10

NZ Classic RR 152 5 5

Otago 38 2 2 1 5

Pacific 15 5 5

Patetonga 52 15 15

Pioneer 43 15 1 16

Pukekohe 237 4 13 17

Raglan 13 2 1 3

Rotorua 27 1 1

South Canterbury 121 11 1 2 3 17

South Otago 11 4 2 6

South Waikato 24 2 6 8

Southland 133 1 3 9 1 14

Taranaki 111 1 9 10

Taumarunui 34 2 6 1 9

Taupo 105 1 8 9

Tauranga 59 7 1 8

Te Awamutu 14 5 5

Te Puke 0 0

Thames Valley 4 2 8 1 11

Victoria 98 1 6 7

Wairarapa 5 0

Waitemata 34 3 11 5 2 21

Wanganui 113 2 1 8 11

Westland 29 6 6

Whangarei 74 1 10 1 12

TOTALS 3656 66 56 0 76 30 1 215 6 0 1 17 2 13 73 3 22 581

30. 31.



The very fact that Motorcycling New Zealand 
has managed to survive 100 years is a clear 
testament to all of the people, clubs, officials and 
affiliations of Motorcycling New Zealand that 
have directly or indirectly played a part in creat-
ing, maintaining, re-inventing, and in some cases 
re-structuring our organisation over the many 
years to meet its members’ needs.

I am proud to be part of Motorcycling New 
Zealand as we celebrate this achievement and 
take the opportunity to remember many of the 
great people involved at a sporting and adminis-
trative level.

There is a rich history of characters within our 
sport and our organisation, and throughout our 
history we have seen Kiwis flying the flag at the 
highest level across a wide range of motorcy-
cling disciplines.

I have seen and am reminded constantly of the 
fact that New Zealand has boxed well above its 
weight when it comes to international motorcy-
cling representation and sporting achievements.

Our sport is exciting, dynamic and addictive, 
and throughout our history, we have been lucky 
to have had enthusiastic people that love their 
sport within MNZ. The vast majority of these 
people have volunteered their time, their skills 
and their passion to the organisation of our 
sport so that all can enjoy it in a safe and fair 
environment. To all those people, Motorcycling 
New Zealand thanks you — and we are pleased 
to be making a concerted effort with our archi-
val work to ensure your work and your efforts 
are remembered.

With 100 years behind us, what  
challenges do we see for our future? 

Our past has taught us many lessons that still 
fundamentally apply today. One is that we 
need to keep the sport fun and accessible to as 
many people as possible. Another is to provide 
pathway opportunities within sports various 
disciplines to allow riders to evolve and achieve 
even higher levels.

Motorcycling New Zealand needs to remain of 
value to its member groups and stakeholders. 
We need to be seen as the leader in areas of 
Health and Safety — and this need will extend 
much farther than our rider members, and 
involve affiliates, aligned industry groups and 
the many helpers that MNZ and these groups 
rely on to keep our sport sustainable. MNZ will 
also likely become a specialist in the environ-
mental impacts of our sport which follows a 
global trend.

To operate strongly into the future the orgin-
sation will need to maintain a level of financial 
security — and to achieve this we need to be an 
organisation that continually looks to expand its 
horizons, improve its services, seek alternative 
income streams and maintain a flexible and 
relevant attitude to the industry and market that 
exists at the time.

I hope that we take time to not only reflect on 
our past achievements and our mistakes, but 
also talk openly about our future challenges so 
that as the current caretakers of the sport we can 
give the generations to come something to be 
proud of and celebrate in another 100 Years.

Glen Williams  
President, Motorcycling New Zealand Inc.

33.
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John Britten

John Britten was born in Christchurch.

A dyslexic, he needed to have exam questions 
read to him at school and during his tertiary 
education, and his answers recorded by a writer, 
but that didn’t stop him from developing into a 
remarkable engineer and architectural designer.

His childhood heroes were notable fellow New 
Zealanders, Richard Pearse (pioneer aviator), Bill 
Hamilton (father of the jet boat), Bruce McLaren 
(champion driver and founder of the McLaren 
Formula One Team), and Burt Munro.  In his own 
short lifetime, Britten was regularly and favoura-
bly compared with all of his heroes.

Britten completed a four-year mechanical engi-
neering course at night school before joining 
ICI as a cadet draughtsman, giving him a wide 
range of work experience including mould 
design, pattern design, metal spinning and vari-
ous mechanical engineering designs.

Britten travelled to England where he worked for 
four months with Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners 
on a highway design linking the M1 motorway to 
the M4 motorway.

Back in New Zealand he was design engineer 
for Rowe Engineering, designing off-road equip-
ment and heavy machinery. In 1976, he built 
glass kilns and went into business as a fine artist 
designing and making hand-made glass lighting, 
later joining the family property management 
and development business.

Britten worked on motorcycle design for some 
years, developing innovative methods using 
composite materials and performance engine 
designs. He created the Britten Motorcycle 
Company in 1992 to produce revolutionary 
machines to his own design made of light mate-
rials and using engines he built himself, which 
became famous around the world.

His Britten motorcycles won races and set 
numerous speed records on the international 
circuits, and astounded the motorcycle world 
in 1991 when they came a remarkable second 
and third against the factory machines in the 
Battle of the Twins at Daytona, United States of 
America.

The Britten V1000 and Britten V1100 are rare 
machines with only 10 plus 1 prototype having 
been constructed.

John Britten was awarded (posthumously) the 
FIM’s Bronze Medal for services to Motorcycling 
in 1995. 

An organisation that has survived 100 years is 
worthy of celebrating and we’d like to acknowl-
edge the Clubs and volunteers who have been 
involved over the years.

As we celebrate 100 years we reflect on the 
history of the organisation that started as the 
New Zealand Auto Cycle Union Inc. (NZACU), 
and then some many years later modernised its 
name to Motorcycling New Zealand Inc. (MNZ) 
as we are known now.

The core values have not changed a lot: we still 
govern the overall activity of motorcycling, we 
have our affiliated Clubs and licenced members 
and we rely heavily on volunteers for the sport 
to succeed. 

Whilst we don’t have the World Wars, the 
influenza pandemic or the great depression 
to deal with as the NZACU did back from 1914 
right through to 1929 we do have modern day 
challenges, going through the history has shown 
how just how resilient the organisation has 
been, to still be here 100 years on. 

The first Conference of the organisation was 
held in Dannevirke in August 1916, with the first 
elected President being Gus Torstonson. Over 
the last 100 years the organisation has had thirty 
different Presidents with Errol Conaghan (now a 
Life Member) the longest serving President with 
a term of ten consecutive years (1994-2004).

We see some of the same family names right 
from the beginning still being involved in the 
sport; the first Championship to be won in New 
Zealand was by Percy Coleman, a name synony-
mous in the sport. 

Although New Zealand riders started competing 
internationally as far back as 1910, it was not 
until 1926 that we saw the first two NZACU 

licenced riders Spencer Stratton and Henry 
Moller competed in Australia and England 
respectively.  It was Moller’s intention to com-
pete at the Isle of Man, however, engine prob-
lems prevented that. 

Beach Racing was very popular in the early 
years as was Speedway, and Speedway is where 
our first World Champions came from, after 
Speedway was Road Racing and then some 
many years later was Motocross.   

We have a strong history in International com-
petition with the Isle of Man featuring heavily; 
in fact a Road Race around Waiheke Island was 
started and this Road Race was known as the NZ 
Tourist Trophy (1931) and became the qualifying 
event for New Zealand teams to be selected to 
compete at the Isle of Man.   The New Zealand 
Tourist Trophy is still competed for to this day.

Another key event for the organisation was 
its affiliation to the FIM (World body for 
Motorcycling) back in 1983. This meant that we 
were now recognised as our own organisation 
rather than being under the ACU of England.  

 Not too long after that affiliation came the host-
ing of International events, the World Superbike 
Championships at Manfeild the FIM International 
Congress in Christchurch, then some years 
later the World Long Track Speedway World 
Championship in New Plymouth, followed not 
to long after by the ISDE then FIM World Junior 
Motocross Champ and finally the FIM Speedway 
Grand Prix. 

Our full proud history can be found  
http://mnz100.blogspot.co.nz/  

We take this time to thank Ian Dawson for the 
time and effort that has gone into researching 
the history of our organisation.
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Tim Gibbes

First to introduce electronic timing to MNZ 
events, he did this with his own money and 
raised the standard of our events to World class 
by hosting these on the World Wide Web. This 
was state-of-the-art when he first pioneered it  
in 1999. 

Tim was the first team manager for a New 
Zealand ISDE team. New Zealand had never 
previously had a team at this event, so Tim took 
the team behind the iron curtain at a time of 
cold war supremacy in 1982 to Czechoslovakia.

Tim was also the first team manager for the New 
Zealand Motocross of Nations team. He took a 
team of three “unknown” teenagers at the time 
to the United States of America to the World of 
Motocross. They were quickly launched onto the 
world stage through the leadership of Tim. The 
team were: Darryll King, Shayne King and  
Daryl Atkins. 

From events held in other countries, Tim 
brought the name ‘Motocross’ back to New 
Zealand. He was the first event organiser to use 
this name at events in New Zealand. He also 
organised the first ever International Motocross 
in New Zealand, bringing international riders to 
the event — some of whom were world class 
competitors of that era and names that would 
subsequently become Kiwi favourites. 

Woodville Motocross was created by Tim from 
a patch of his “in-laws’” farm at Woodville. Tim 
designed and engineered a world-class facility 
that is still being used for the unique one-off 
annual event, and which now has New Zealand 
Grand Prix status. 

Tim was the Motocross Commissioner for a 
period of time. During his tenure he lifted the 
profile of Motocross amongst his peers, and 
he also held motocross workshops, forums 
and ensured the on-going role of Motocross 
Commissioner.

In addition to this, Tim was also a world class 
rider: he competed for Australia in works and 
factory race teams as an international motocross 
rider. Tim continued to race overseas once he 
became a Kiwi, including competitions in Japan 
and the USA. 

Tim was also a professional test rider for 
international companies in New Zealand. This 
included tyre testing for global brands with tyre 
manufacturers bringing their prototype tyres 
and executives to New Zealand. As a result of 
this, we were the first to see special tyres before 
other countries around the world. This was done 
under utmost secrecy and the unquestioned 
honesty and loyalty of Tim.

Sean Clarke

Early on Sean’s ability on a motorcycle was 
recognised. When 11 years old, he was riding an 
old farm bike near Kinleith in Tokoroa. He obvi-
ously stood out and, on advice from others, the 
decision of his father was that he needed a new 
bike. From there, Sean never looked back, being 
placed at Junior Motocross Championships in 
the early ’80s. 

He then made the change from Motocross to 
Enduro. It was evident that Sean had a win-
ning ability as he won two separate Enduro 
Championships in 1998: a New Zealand Enduro 
Championship and the Australian Enduro 
Championship (A4DE). 

From there, Sean’s winning prowess continued, 
winning a further 17 New Zealand Enduro 
Championships from 1992 to 2015. Sean also 
won the popular Tarawera 100 on one occasion 
and was runner up five times. 

From the New Zealand Championships, Sean 
went on to compete further afield and com-
peted at International Six Day Enduro (ISDE) 
events representing New Zealand on a number 
of occasions. He won gold medals when the 
ISDE was held in Australia on two separate occa-
sions in 1992 at Cessnock and 1998 at Traralgon; 
and won silver medals on two further occasions, 
in 2005 in Slovakia and 2008 in Greece. 

Sean also turned his skills to the Red Bull 
Romaniacs, an Extreme Enduro event held over 
four days testing rider and machine. Sean was 
placed 9th in 2011, won the event in his class in 
2013, was placed 3rd in 2014 and 4th in 2015.

Sean doesn’t just compete in the sport of 
Enduro, he was the MNZ Commissioner for a 
number of years and an event organiser. 

Sean was key to the 2006 ISDE being held in 
New Zealand, quickly being appointed as the 
Event Director and was the FIM accredited Clerk 
of the Course for the event. 

The planning for the event started in 2004 with 
many of months taken in preparation for the 
event. Sean had quickly gained the confidence 
of everyone from landowners, Government 
Departments to the hundreds of volunteers 
involved in the event. 

As a consequence of the successful event,  New 
Zealand won the prestigious Watling Trophy 
the first time in its history. It went to event 
organisers rather than a team and Sean was the 
Administrator of the Year in the South Waikato 
Sports Awards.

Sean is a true Ambassador to the Sport. 
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Paul Treacy

Paul and his incredible ‘behind the front scenes’ 
expertise is a person few perhaps know. 

Paul has been a pillar in the support of New 
Zealand and other countries’ riders, helping 
them attain major victories — including World 
Championships — with his knowledge and lust 
for thinking outside the envelope to develop 
engines and chassis well ahead of even factory 
research teams. 

Born in New Zealand, Paul went through the 
New Zealand apprenticeship training pro-
gramme, becoming the ‘Apprentice of the Year’ 
in his final year of training. Along the way, he 
competed in NZ Hare Scrambles (now known as 
Cross Country), Enduro, etc. which then led to his 
developing Honda XR200s to fever pitch. A first 
step towards what was to be a lifelong career. In 
Road Racing, he prepared a Yamaha XJ750 for 
the NZ Castrol 6 hour race, followed by a similar 
event in Australia, for riders Richard Scoular and 
Peter Fleming who won the 750cc class. 

This jumped into a career that took him to the 
USA, running on a budget that had a gauge 
always “showing empty”. He developed Yamaha 
RD350s over there to such an extent that the 
bike shop owners got serious about road racing 
exposure and imported Kiwi Richard Scoular to 
beat the local American riders (to their despair), 
which he did many times using Paul Treacy pre-
pared bikes. 

Adding to his CV, Paul hosted one of our first NZ 
ISDE Teams as we passed through the USA on 
our way to Wales in 1982. Unable to resist, he 
followed us to the event and worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes to ensure the Kiwi ISDE team 
members had as much mechanical and moral 
support to get them to the end with the best 
possible result. 

Paul made the UK his base to assist Kiwis Richard 
Scoular, Des Barry and Richard Scott to consid-
erable successes in the Isle of Man, North West 
200, F1 and F2 World Championship events. 

This didn’t just mean preparing ordinary bikes — 
for example, cutting a crankshaft of a VFR750 in 
half to change it to 360° configuration to match 
the factory Honda being used by Joey Dunlop. 
Honda was so impressed that they got Paul to 
build a NS500 out of discarded spare parts from 
the Rothmans GP team comprising of Wayne 
Gardner & Ron Haslam. 

To prove a point, Richard Scott rode as a wild 
card in the Spanish GP at Jerez and finished 10th. 
The bike came back to New Zealand for Richard 
for the summer Road Race series and Paul 
returned to the UK where he joined the famous 
Kenny Roberts factory Yamaha Team.

A steep learning curve followed with Paul  
becoming fully attached to the Kenny Roberts 
Team in 1998, dealing with the more complex 
work of developing data acquisition systems for 
engine and chassis design of GP bikes. He also 
worked closely with Mike Sinclair, creating an 
adjustable swing arm pivot and surprising the 
factory Yamaha Teams.

Paul was involved with the Kenny Roberts 
privately owned team as well when they built a 
3-cylinder 2-stroke, where Paul was involved in 
the ignition and engine management system.

Paul also assisted Bill Buckley in 1999 and 2000 
with his BSL 500 GP project.

Burt Munro

Munro was born in 1899 in Invercargill. Munro’s 
interest in speed began at an early age, riding 
the family’s fastest horse across the farm, despite 
the complaints of his father. 

Munro quickly rose to the top of the New 
Zealand motorcycle scene, racing on Oreti Beach 
and later in Melbourne, Australia.

Munro’s Indian Scout was very early off the pro-
duction line, being only the 627th Scout to leave 
the American factory. The bike had an original 
top speed of 55 mph (89 kph), but this did not 
satisfy Munro; so, in 1926, he decided to start 
modifying his beloved Indian.

The biggest two challenges for Munro to over-
come while modifying his bike were his lack of 
money and the fact that he worked full-time as a 
motorcycle salesman. He would often work over-
night on his bikes (he had a 1936 Velocette MSS 
as well), and then he would go to work in the 
morning, having had no sleep the night before.

Because Munro was a man of modest means, 
he would often make parts and tools himself 
instead of having them professionally built. For 
example, he would cast parts in old tins, make 
his own barrels, pistons, flywheels, etc. His 
micrometer was an old spoke. 

In its final stages, the Indian’s displacement was 
950cc (as built it was 600cc) and was driven by a 
triple chain drive system. 

Munro travelled to Bonneville ten times, the 
first time for “sightseeing” purposes. In the nine 
times he raced at Bonneville, Munro set three 

world records: first in 1962, again in 1966, and 
once more in 1967. He also once qualified at over 
200mph (320kph), but that was an unofficial run 
and was not counted.

Following the misspelling of his name in an 
American motorcycling magazine in 1957, Bert 
Munro changed his name to Burt. 

 › In 1962, he set a 883cc (53.9 cubic inches) 
class record of 288 kph (178.95 mph) with his 
engine bored out to 850 cc (52 cubic inches). 

 › In 1966, he set a 1,000cc (61 cubic inches) 
class record of 270.476 km/h (168.066 mph) 
with his engine punched out to 920cc (56 
cubic inches). 

 › In 1967, his engine was bored out to 950 
cc (58 cubic inches) and he set an under-
1,000cc (61 cubic inches) class record of 
295.453 kph (183.586 mph). To qualify, he 
made a one-way run of 305.89 kph (190.07 
mph), the fastest-ever officially-recorded 
speed on an Indian. The unofficial speed 
record (officially timed) is 331 km/h (205.67 
mph) for a flying mile. 

 › In 2006, he was inducted into the AMA 
Motorcycle Hall of Fame. 

 › In 2014, 36 years after his death, he was 
retroactively awarded a 1967 record of 
296.2593 kph (184.087 mph) after his son 
John noticed a calculation error by AMA at 
that time. 
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NUMBER OF RIDERS 
ATTENDING  
OUR EVENTS  

35,798

VOLUNTEERS

SPECTATORS  
ATTENDING OUR EVENTS

TO ADVANCE  
THE SPORT OF

MOTORCYCLING

TO BE NEW ZEALAND’S 

MOTORSPORT  
- OF CHOICE -

To have an           n  
e�ective model  

that strengthens  
the delivery of  

events and increases  
the profile of the sport

Increase number  
of affiliated Clubs

3,589
Current Members

NUMBER OF EVENTS

Ensuring the infrastructure is available to enable Clubs to provide accessible and a�ordable events

MISSION
 WHY WE EXIST

VISION
 WHAT WE ASPIRE TO

Outcomes
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